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HOUSE BI LL 1456

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Hai gh

Read first time 01/25/2005. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to changing primary dates and associ ated el ection
procedures; anending RCW 29A. 04.311, 29A 20.121, and 29A 24.050;
repeal i ng RCW 29A. 04. 158 and 29A. 24.200; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.04.311 and 2004 c¢c 271 s 105 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Nom nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber,
and the election of precinct commttee officers, nust be held on the
((t+hi+rd)) first Tuesday of the precedi ng Septenber ((er—enthe—seventh

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 20.121 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 110 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any nomnation of a candidate for partisan public office by
other than a mmjor political party may be nade only: (a) In a
convention held not earlier than the ((+ast)) second Saturday in June
and not later than the ((#++st)) third Saturday in ((J3uhHy¢)) June or
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during any of the seven days imedi ately preceding the first day for

filing declarations of candidacy as fixed in accordance with RCW
29A. 28.041; (b) as provided by RCW 29A 60.021; or (c) as otherw se
provided in this section. M nor political party and independent

candi dates may appear only on the general election ballot.

(2) Nom nations of candi dates for president and vice president of
the United States other than by a nmajor political party may be mde
either at a convention conducted under subsection (1) of this section,
or at a simlar convention taking place not earlier than the first
Sunday in July and not |ater than seventy days before the genera
el ecti on. Conventions held during this time period nmay not nom nate
candidates for any public office other than president and vice
president of the United States, except as provided in subsection (3) of
this section.

(3) If a special filing period for a partisan office is opened
under RCW 29A. 24.211, candidates of mnor political parties and
i ndependent candidates may file for office during that special filing
period. The nanmes of those candidates nay not appear on the genera
el ection ballot unless they are nom nated by convention held no |ater
than five days after the close of the special filing period and a
certificate of nomnation is filed with the filing officer no later
than three days after the convention. The requirenents of RCW
29A. 20. 131 do not apply to such a convention.

(4) A mnor political party may hold nore than one convention but
in no case shall any such party nomnate nore than one candi date for
any one partisan public office or position. For the purpose of
nom nati ng candi dates for the offices of president and vice president,
United States senator, United States representative, or a statew de
office, a mnor party or independent candidate holding nmultiple
conventions may add together the nunber of signatures of different
i ndi viduals fromeach convention obtained in support of the candi date
or candidates in order to obtain the nunber required by RCW 29A. 20. 141.
For all other offices for which nomnations are nmade, signatures of the
requi site nunber of registered voters nust be obtained at a single
conventi on.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 24. 050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 605 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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Except where otherwise provided by this title, declarations of
candidacy for the following offices shall be filed with the filing
officer during regular business hours ((wth—t+he+Hng—officer—ne
earHer—than)) for five days beginning on the ((feurth)) second Monday
in July and ((ne—tater—than)) ending on the followng Friday in the
year in which the office is scheduled to be voted upon:

(1) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full terns or
both full ternms and short terns at, or in conjunction with, a state
general election; and

(2) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term exists that
has not been filled by election and for which an election to fill the
vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state general
el ecti on.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 29A. 04. 158 (Septenber primary) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 187; and

(2) RCW 29A. 24.200 (Lapse of election when no filing for single
positions--Effect) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 620.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect January 1, 2006.

~-- END ---
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